It was so beautiful last night that Connie & I decided we would take a little ride on the 4-wheeler around dusk.  Before we climbed aboard "old paint", I strapped on my 22 pistol (standard equipment).  As we traveled down the drive, we were met by a Badger who was also out for an evening stroll.  I jumped off old paint, with pistol in hand, and pursued the little varmint.  He ran....... I pursued.... I shot!  He turned....he pursued....I ran!  He turned and ran again..... I pursued again..... Several more shots.....!  He turned again..... I shot....He pursued.... I ran!   I believe this may have been the most aggressive animal I have encountered recently!  In the end, however, I mounted old paint victorious!  This badger is incredibly well marked, and will make a great addition to my ever-growing collection of wildlife.

 

On to more adventure.............. By this time, the sun had completely gone down, and old paint carried us farther into the darkness.  The heat was beginning to subside, which made it a wonderful time to poke along and enjoy the evening, driving with lights out.  We obviously were among many who were enjoying the cool of the evening.  Old paint significantly aggravated a rattlesnake out for an evening"slither" by running over him.  Connie & I realized this by the unmistakable sound of his rattles.  I turned on the lights as we turned around, and found the snake, who by now had decided to leave the party.  I slowed him down by pinning his tail with a shovel (while remaining mounted on old paint).  It is amazing how I can shoot when a snake is involved.  Two shots right behind the head ended our encounter.

 

My adrenaline level lowered enough so I could sleep in a couple of hours.......... just another day at the ranch! 

